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ELA 6 students are 
currently involved in 
a study of mytholo-
gy, its purposes, and 
elements. Students 
are reading Rick 
Riordan’s The Light-
ning Thief , a high-
interest novel about a 
sixth-grade boy on a 
hero’s journey. Some 
students may be fa-
miliar with this popu-
lar fantasy book.  Prior to beginning the novel, students read 
an informational text that explains the archetypal storyline of 
the hero’s journey which has been repeated in literature 
throughout the centuries. At the end of Unit 1, having read 
half of the novel, students will explain, with text-based evi-
dence, how Percy is an archetypal hero. In Unit 2, students 
will continue reading The Lightning Thief and in class, they 
will focus on the novel’s many allusions to classic myths; 
those allusions will serve as an entry point into a deeper study 
of Greek mythology. They also will continue to build their 
informational reading skills through the close reading of texts 
about the elements of myths. This will create a conceptual 
framework to support students’ reading of mythology. In Unit 
3, students shift their focus to narrative writing skills. This se-

ries of writing les-
sons will scaffold 
students to their 
final performance 
task in which they 
will apply their 
knowledge about 
the hero’s journey 
and the elements 
of mythology to 
create their own. 

 
THE ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION WILL HOLD A  

VIRTUAL BUSINESS MEETING ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2021, AT 6:00PM.  THE ZOOM MEETING LINK 
WILL BE POSTED AT WWW.ADDISONCSD.ORG ON THE DAY OF THE MEETING.   

Because ACSD values reading, 
we require our students to read 
independently texts that they 
choose. We monitor student read-
ing progress, make recommenda-
tions about new things students 
might like to try, and give students 
an opportunity to interact and to 
develop reading skills through in-
dependent reading. Students are 
supported and held accountable 
for this reading. Independent 
Reading has five purposes:  
• To engage and motivate stu-
dents in learning things they 
care about  

•  To promote students’ love of reading  
•  To build students’ vocabulary: Reading a lot exposes 

students to new words and ideas  
• To build students’ knowledge about the world 

(through both fiction and informational text)  
• To build students’ reading “stamina,” their ability to 

read harder texts for longer periods of time  
Students are encouraged to choose texts and topics that inter-
est them. They also should choose books that are at a com-
fortable or challenging reading level. The books available for 
reading in the school often come from national lists and rec-
ommendations from librarians and teachers. Some books al-
so relate directly to the content students are studying togeth-
er in class.   

Mrs. Ferratella's English 12 students read in-
dependent choice novels for the first semester 
of school. At the end of the semester, they 
displayed their comprehension of the novels 
through creative projects. The students chose 
a project based on their skills and interests. 
The project choices were created with stu-
dents' individualism as the critical compo-
nent, making sure that all multiple intelligenc-
es were considered and included. Malachai B. 
chose to write a song with narrative lyrics, 
which described the storyline of his novel. 
The Burning Maze by Rick Riordan. Malachai 
brought in his guitar and performed for his 
classmates and to virtual learners through 
Zoom. 
 
Mrs. Ferratella's journalism students have fin-

ished the semester with writing edito-
rials. Students sent out a survey to all 
the students at the high school through 
Schoology. They tallied and analyzed 
the results, leading them to editorial 
topics based on student interest. They 
were instructed on writing editorials and read 
analyzed examples. Then, they went through 
the writing process to construct their own edi-
torials. Please keep an eye out for some of 
their editorials to be published in the newslet-
ter in the near future. 

ABOVE: Josiah C. with his 
independent reading book. 

BELOW: Brookelyn B. reads 
during Independent Reading 
Time. 

BELOW: John K. reads Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid. 

http://WWW.ADDISONCSD.ORG
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We are happy to announce that the Community Foundation scholarships are now 
ready for applicants.   The Community Foundation has launched a new online sys-
tem to streamline their scholarship application process.  Students can log on-
to www.communityfund.org/students and fill in their information on the “Universal 
Scholarship Application Materials” section.  This will then filter in all of the scholar-
ships for which the student is eligible.  Next, they will fill out the “General Scholarship 
Application” as this one application will be used for the multiple scholarships under 
this organization.  The deadline for most of these scholarships is early February. 
Please do not delay.  We have been given 3 additional scholarships that require a 
paper application.  These applications are available in the school counseling office 
and include: 

The Brooke Makowiec Memorial Scholarship  
(Due February 26) 

The Helen G. Schuyler Scholarship  
(Due February 26) 

Ethel Strickarz Memorial Scholarship   
(Due March 31) 

Upcoming District Events 

Thursday, February 15-19 

• Mid-Winter Recess 

Tuesday, February 23 

• Board of Education Meeting 

Please support the Band Boosters Can 
Drive by dropping off returnable cans 
and bottles in the Band Booster bin 

located by the fire department. Thank 
you in advance for your continued 

support of the band program.  

SUNY will host an Application Week for high school seniors on Feb-
ruary 15-February 19.  Admission advisors from the SUNY Welcome 
Center will offer one-on-one appointments to help students complete 
their applications for SUNY admission.  To sign up for an appointment 
and to access additional application resources, students should visit the 
following link: engage.suny.edu/portal/suny_application_week. Any 
student who needs help with the application process can take ad-
vantage of this opportunity. 

Tuscarora Elementary  
celebrated sunshine on a 
snowy day by holding  
Hawaiian Day. 

All students at Valley experi-
ence a rich blend of active 
learning and creative play on 
a daily basis, such as a snow 
and sledding day, to help 
them start their path to career 
and college readiness.   

Fourth grade students who signed 

up for Skating Club will be going on 
February 25 (B students) and March 
4 (A students). There is a maximum 

limit of 20 students per trip. 

http://www.communityfund.org/students

